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Ignorance is simply the lack of 
knowledge; prejudice is the breeding ground of ill-will 
based on misguided beliefs. The former can be 
remedied so no harm ensues. But the latter can form the spark that leads to the 
destruction of entire civilizations. Sadly, ignorance leaves a vacuum that if not filled 
with knowledge often becomes pervaded by notions that feed on insecurities and 
opportunism. 

On April 10, 1606, James I, King of England and Ireland, signed a piece of paper 
called a Letters Patent, through which he granted himself the right to own the lands 
of sovereign Native American nations stretching over 1200 miles along the 
northeastern coast of the American continent: from the present-day state of South 
Carolina in the south to Maine in the north. Through this piece of paper, named the 
First Virginia Charter, James I also granted the Virginia Company, a pair of joint-stock 
companies, the rights to commercially exploit, settle, and govern the lands in exchange 
for 20% of the profits remitted to the King. The document phrased the objective of 
this Letters Patent as follows (transcribed in modern English):

“JAMES, by the Grace of God… vouchsafe unto [the Virginia Company] our Licence, to 
make Habitation, Plantation, and to deduce a colony of sundry of our People into that 
part of America commonly called VIRGINIA…. We, greatly commending… their Desires 
for the Furtherance of so noble a Work… by the Providence of Almighty God… in 
propagating of Christian Religion to such People, as yet live in Darkness and 
miserable Ignorance of the true Knowledge and Worship of God, and may in time 
bring the Infidels and Savages, living in those parts, to human Civility….”

Beginning in the 1400s, when European traders went in search of goods to Africa and 
Asia, and mistakenly to the Americas, they were virtually ignorant about the 
indigenous peoples they encountered. However, this absence of knowledge was soon 
opportunistically filled with prejudices of savagery, primitiveness, and incivility, making 
it much easier to justify the biological and cultural genocide, rape, and pillaging of 
entire peoples and continents. The settling of the Americas by Europeans is just one 
example of how dangerous ignorance is, for it is an unstable state which prejudice can 
invade to the detriment of many. Svevi Avatar delves deep into the psychological 
origins of imperialism and provides an alternate reality in which the propagation of 
prejudice may be successfully thwarted, thereby changing the fates of most of the 
world’s humans and ecosystems.      


